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       onstant rain.  The absent sun.  Split  
        faucets for scalding-hot and 
freezing-cold water.  Concrete structures 
in the middle of the road with the sole 
purpose of making one stop or else 
crash into it.  The misleading raves 
about jacket potatoes...  Such were our 
daily rants fueled by culture shock when 
we first moved to the United Kingdom. 

We assumed we would be happy to say 
goodbye to this country after our stint 
with the Chinese Overseas Christian 
Mission (COCM).  There were times we 
counted the months to when we would 
finally be free from all the rain and 
gloom here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our surprise, now that our departure 
is imminent, we find it difficult to tear 
ourselves away from this place we have 
gradually considered “home”.  Our 
regret lies not in having to leave behind 
the delicious dairy or abundant vacation 
days (i.e., the few perks of British living) 
but the people we have become so fond 
of: colleagues at COCM, the many 
church leaders and parishioners across 
the country we have had the pleasure of 
serving with and ministering to, and the 
youths and young adults we are grateful 
for journeying with…. 

Alas, when the Lord leads His servants 
must follow.  We did so when we pulled  

up our tent pegs in the United States 
and relocated across the pond.  The task 
then was to jumpstart the ministry to 
the next-generation Chinese in the UK 
through COCM. 

By God’s grace that assignment is now 
finished, with the next-generation 
ministry well set on a trajectory to 
maturity.  We have had the privilege of 
discipling young people through the 
COCM conference platform and 
coming alongside local-church leaders in 
developing their own next-generation 
ministries.  

Our next task is a return to pastoral 
ministry.  Ian has accepted a call from 
the Gospel Community Church in 
Hong Kong to serve as its lead pastor.  
His hopes are to incorporate the 
experiences he has gleaned on the 
mission field – as well as what he has 
learned over the years in different 
churches – to shepherd and empower 
an international community to become 
an effective witness of Jesus Christ. 

Our forthcoming move to Hong Kong is 
much welcomed by Wai, who has 
desired to spend more time with family 
and, especially, her ageing father – 
something she hadn’t been able to do 
living abroad all these years.  However, 
we covet your prayers as we, no doubt,  
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Clockwise from Bottom Left: Opening address at the 2019 Catalyst 
Student Missions Conference; serving as pastoral advisor for the 
Nottingham Chinese Christian Church; Catalyst 2019 participants; 
Crossway young adults LifeGroup.  
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will face a new wave of culture shock 
when we settle down. 

We wish to thank you for interceding 
for and generously supporting us in the 
UK these last six years.  The Lord has 
provided abundantly and used us for 
His good work.  He even sustained us 
through hum drum food and dreadful 
weather! 

“This service that you perform is not 
only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God.” (2 
Corinthians 9:12)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 1. PHAT Camp – the summer youth conference of COCM – was started in the 

1990’s and was one of the only programs run by the Next Generation Ministry 
when we arrived six years ago.  It has continued to flourish, with hundreds of 
teenagers across the nation clamoring to join each year. 

2. The COCM Christmas Family Camp features a youth program and a children’s 
program.  These are so popular among Chinese families they fight every year to 
obtain a spot for their children. 

3. We launched in 2014 an annual conference for English-speaking Chinese 
college students called ReGen – the first of its kind in the UK.  

4. The network of English-speaking ministers in Chinese churches was formalized 
through the Solace Pastors Retreat, which gave way to the Ekklesia Conference 
that links all English-speaking ministry leaders in UK Chinese churches. 

5. The development of young Christian leaders had been done through the 
PHAT Camp leadership training camps, but we are transitioning it to take 
place through specific training modules hosted by the Next Gen Department. 

6. We developed a short-term missions program called Crossover and led several 
teams of young British-Chinese Christians from different churches to serve the 
impoverished Roma community in Serbia and Croatia. 

7. We saw the inauguration of Catalyst, a triennial missions conference to 
empower young Chinese-speaking and English-speaking Christians to heed the 
Great Commission.   

8. We brokered a joint-venture between two local churches to host a youth 
fellowship named 4:12 and English-speaking worship service called Crossway. 

9. The Next Generation Ministry Team of COCM grew, in its heyday, to five-
person strong. 

10. Our Next Gen team members minister in various churches through pulpit 
supply and speaking in various conferences and retreats.  Ian has preached 
regularly and provided pastoral support and training in over 15 churches in 
Belfast, Bristol, Cambridge, Canterbury, Coventry, Colchester, Dublin, Leeds, 
Leicester, London, Manchester, Milton Keynes, Nottingham, and Sheffield. 

 

British Things  

We Will Miss 

i. The freshest of vegetables 

ii. Tasty eggs 

iii. Safety on/off switches on 
electrical outlets 

iv. Being able to go 70 mph on 
many local roads 

v. Clotted cream 

vi. Friendly police officers 

vii. The sunny and cool summer (all 
7 days of it) 

 


